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Let us pray for one another during this difficult time...

'The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.' Philippians 4: 6 -7

FROM THE LECTIONARY

Collect of the Day: Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your Son
Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him who suffered on
the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

Ezekiel 37:1-14: The hand of the LorRD came upon me, and he brought me out by the
spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He
led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very
dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ | answered, ‘O Lord Gob, you
know.” Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the LorD. Thus says the Lord Gobp to these bones: | will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. | will l[ay sinews on you, and will cause flesh
to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall
live; and you shall know that | am the LorbD.’

So | prophesied as | had been commanded; and as | prophesied, suddenly there was
a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. | looked, and
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered
them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord Gop: Come from
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” |
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived,
and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say,
“Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: | am going to open your graves,
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and | will bring you back to the
land of Israel. And you shall know that | am the LorD, when | open your graves, and
bring you up from your graves, O my people. | will put my spirit within you, and you
shall live, and | will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LoRrbD,
have spoken and will act, says the LorD.’



Romans 8:6-11: To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the
flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in
you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if
Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his
Spirit that dwells in you.

John 11:1-45: A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped
his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to
Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness
does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the
place where he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said
to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there
again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk
during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those
who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, he
told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but | am going there to awaken
him.” The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’
Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your
sake | am glad | was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’
Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that
we may die with him.’

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at
home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. But even now | know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus
said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection
and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone
who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him,
‘Yes, Lord, | believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into
the world.’



When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her
privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got
up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still
at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house,
consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where
Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’
Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them
said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from
dying?’

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone
was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead
man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four
days.” Jesus said to her, ‘Did | not tell you that if you believed, you would see the
glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said,
‘Father, | thank you for having heard me. | knew that you always hear me, but | have
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you
sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out! The
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him.

FOR YOUR PRAYERS
To renew or add someone to our prayers, please contact the Parish Office.

Special concern: Jim Turner, Edgar Iffland, Michael McSweeney, Lorna Wells, Jean
Clements, Poppy, Thomas, Katie Louise Tape, Ellen Stone, Maurice Purver, Alan, John
Beeton, Terry Bryan, Pearl Clifton, Kathleen Jones, Yvonne Rattley, Pat Silverlock,
Agnes Trievner, Pam, Hayden Keeling, Stewart Ranson, Alan Evens, Patricia Gillman,
Edie Jackson, Anthony.

The departed: Albert Clements, Vera Ladd, Ellen Burningham, Pauline Fitch, Chris
Scarf, Cherry Buckley, Justine Milner.

Anniversaries: Stan Matthews, Janet Vigars, = Norman Vigars, Jean Bond, Phil
Norledge, Ruth Cross, Rachel Piper, Frances Martin, Keith Hall, Pauline Wallen, Ron
Green, Margaret Brereton, Diana Norledge, Iris Stewart, Marion Gunary, Don
Mowat, Krystyna Wojtecka.

Please remember those who mourn.

Please pray for: The gifts of the Holy Spirit upon on peoples of all nations.



NOTICES

Last week we received the sad news that Chris Scarf, formerly Director of Music at
St Laurence, died on 18 March. Please remember him and his wife, Margaret, in
your prayers.

It has now become necessary to close the church building and the parish office.
Therefore, we will no longer be able to have flowers in church at Easter, continue
collecting for the Foodbank or receiving donations to the Lent charity. If you can,
please donate at the Foodbank Collection Point at Waitrose in Upminster. If this is not
possible you may consider making a financial donation instead on their website at
https://www.trusselltrust.org/make-a-donation/. The Harold Hill Foodbank is asking for
extra volunteers to help keep the centre open at this time. If you can help, please
contact either Revd Susannah (or the Parish Office by email).

We would like to support our Lent Charity CHICKS until Easter. If you can please
donate direct on their website at: https://www.chicks.org.uk/donate-now.

Keeping in touch with people will evolve over the coming weeks. A ‘Worship at Home'
booklet has been produced and distributed. If you are not already but would like to be
included, via email or post, please contact Revd Susannah with your details. If you
would appreciate a conversation for any reason, please call Revd Susannah, Fr Roy or
Deborah Masterson. Contact details are below.

Summer Fete - 13*" June. In the light of the present coronavirus crisis we regret to
advise you all that the Summer Fete has been cancelled. If you have already started
to grow your plants for the Plant Stall, bake cakes or prepare other items then,
firstly a big thank you for that and secondly, where possible, hold everything in
abeyance as we will look to re-arrange it for 2021. Thank you for your understanding
and keep well. Nancy & Chris Mowat.

CONTACTS

Rector The Revd Susannah Brasier
01708 220174 susannah.brasier@upminsterparish.co.uk

Associate Priest Fr Roy Murray
01708 225374 roy.murray@upminsterparish.co.uk

Pastoral Assistant Deborah Masterson
01708 760485 deborah.masterson@upminsterparish.co.uk

Churchwarden
Christine Foot via Parish Office parish.office@upminsterparish.co.uk

Director of Music Richard Brasier brasier 96@hotmail.com

Parish Office Joanne Chapman parish.office@upminsterparish.co.uk
Hall Bookings: Halls are closed until further notice.

Planned Giving Steve Roome (01708 220696 Parish Office)

Website www.upminsterparish.co.uk
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