The Church of Saint Laurence, Upminster

PORCHTALK

7" December 2025 Second Sunday of Advent
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Welcome to Saint Laurence.

Adventurers (groups for children and young people) meet during the 9.30 am Mass.
Leaders will normally invite children to join in with these at the appropriate point in
the service. Activity packs and children’s service books are available from the back of

church.

You are warmly invited to stay for refreshments in the Main Hall after the 9.30 Mass.

Today Holy Communion 8.00 am
7" December Building Faith, Main Hall 8.00 am
Second Sunday of  Sung Parish Mass 9.30 am
Advent Christingle Parade Service 4.00 pm
NB No Evensong
Monday Organ Teaching 11.00 am
8" December Organ Teaching 4.30 pm
Tuesday Christmas Tree Decorating 9.45 am
9™ December Organ Teaching 9.15 am
Wednesday Morning Prayer, Lady Chapel 8.45 am
10™ December Staff Meeting, Parish Office 9.00 am
Said Mass, Lady Chapel 11.00 am
Advent Course, Parish Office 11.45 am
Evening Prayer, Lady Chapel 4.15 pm
Thursday Christmas Service, Derham House Care Home 11.00 am
1 1th December Choir Practice 8.00 pm
Friday Pre-school Nativity 9.30 am
12" December Coffee Morning, Main Hall 10.30 am
Next Sunday Holy Communion 8.00 am
14™ December Sung Parish Mass 9.30 am
Third Sunday of Nativity Rehearsal
Advent Compline on Zoom 6.30 pm

Mass readings next Sunday: Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
Compline reading next Sunday: Isaiah 5:8-end.

Saturday Pathsweepers: 13" December Stewart & Thomson Coffee: 14" December Margaret, Colin & Christine

Please let Revd Susannah or Deborah Masterson know of anyone who is ill or in need
of a pastoral visit, or housebound and wanting to receive the sacrament at home — or

if you would appreciate a conversation or visit for any reason.




NOTICES

Today we welcome the Revd Ken Wylie, Vicar of Hornchurch, to preside
and preach at our 8am Mass.

Decorating the Christmas Tree - if anyone has half an hour to spare on
Tuesday 9th at 9.45/10am to help decorate the Christmas Tree they would
be most welcome.

Care Home Christmas Services are happening on Thursday 11" December
11am at Derham House, Tuesday 16" December 11am at The Oaks and
11am Thursday 18™ December at Little Gaynes. We would be very grateful
for any volunteers to come along and join in with the singing, if you are able
to come along could you please contact Susannah.

Next Sunday all are invited to share cake and wine after the 9.30am Mass
in celebration of Maria Courtier's significant birthday.

Spare boxes - we should be grateful for any largish spare cardboard boxes
which will be used to collect the presents left under the Christmas Tree at the
Crib Services on Christmas Eve, These presents are distributed to Little Havens
Hospice, a Women's refuge and Homestart Havering. Any boxes can be left
at the back of the church. Thank you.

Churches Together carol singing at Thames Chase - Churches Together have
been invited to sing carols at the Thames Chase Visitor Centre on Sunday
14™ December at 2pm. Anyone who would like to come and join in with the
singing would be most welcome.

The Annual Hall Mead Christmas Afternoon Tea is being held on Tuesday
16™ December at 1.30pm at Hall Mead School and is free to attend. There will
be food, drink and musical entertainment for the more elderly members of the
community. Please let Verity in the church office know if you wish to attend
by Thursday 11" December.

The House of Luhuvilo - We recently shared an update about this charity,
which was set up by our former Associate Priest the Revd Nicky Teverson and
has now been able to open an orphanage in Tanzania. If you wish to continue
to receive updates about the orphanage and opportunities to support its work,
please see www.thehouseofluhuvilo.com. Particular projects at present are
arranging sponsorship for the children and raising money for a school bus -
there is a fundraiser for the latter at https://gofund.me/8a89510ec

Please consult notice boards under the tower and in the porch for other notices and further information


http://www.thehouseofluhuvilo.com/
https://gofund.me/8a89510ec
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Introit 75 Long ago, prophets knew
Setting St Anne’s Mass - Macmillian

Collect of the Day

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power

and come among us,

and with great might succour us;

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness
we are grievously hindered

in running the race that is set before us,

your bountiful grace and mercy

may speedily help and deliver us;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see,
or decide by what his ears hear;
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,
and faithfulness the belt around his loins.
The wolf shall live with the lamb,



the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
the calf and the lion and the fatling together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

Gradual hymn 34 Earth was waiting
Romans 15:4-13

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so
that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might
have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to
live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the
glory of God. For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm
the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

‘Therefore | will confess you among the Gentiles,
and sing praises to your name’;
and again he says,
‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’;
and again,
‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him’;
and again Isaiah says,
‘The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.’



May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Advent Wreath Prayers - Advent 2

Cantor - Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord,
Full -  just and true: to you be praise and glory for ever!
Verse - Of old you spoke by the mouth of your prophets

but in our days you speak through your Son whom you have
appointed the heir of all things.

Grant us, your people, to walk in his light

that we may be found ready and watching when he comes again
in glory and judgement:

Cantor - for you are our light and our salvation.

Full - Blessed be God forever.
Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is
the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.” ’

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the
Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins.

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he
said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath
to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to
yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for | tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

‘| baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful
than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will



baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his
hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into
the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

Offertory hymn 39 Hills of the North, rejoice

Anthem Hark what a sound, and too divine for hearing
Text — William Myers, Music — Richard Terry

Communion hymn 33 Creator of the starry height

Final hymn 327 Awake, awake, fling off the night
Organ Voluntary Prelude on “Dundee” Herbert Sumsion
FOR YOUR PRAYERS

Prayer request forms are available at the back of church. Please use them if
you wish us to pray for someone.

Sunday: Pam Chapman, Keith Sharp, Josie Milford, Steve Martin, Vicki
Hobbs, Mary Ann Madden, Rosalind Manley, Simon Pols, Brian Shaw,
Glynis Whiting, Sylvia Wilson, Maria, Marie Tyler, David Lewin.

Wednesday: Denise Comer, Baby Charles, Doreen, Michael Folkes, Mary
Greig, Stanley Oliver, Alan Jones, Sandra Clarke, Michael McSweeney,
Terry Evens

Additional Prayers: All those receiving Home Communion.

Recently departed: Charles Osmond, Nige Fergusson, Steven Long

Anniversaries of the departed: John Johnston, Harold Cator, Stewart Cavey,
Gordon Clarke, Jessica Shaw, Lily Fowler, Martin Smith, Clive Davis,
George Brown, Bill Sneary, Arthur Goddard, Joan Jackson



CHARITY OF THE MONTH CRISIS AT CHRISTMAS

Each year Crisis supports thousands of people who
cri“s are homeless. And now, as the harshest time of year
approaches, they’re getting ready to help people

again. Social distancing means they’ll be doing things
differently, but they’ll be looking after as many people as they possibly
can. And the spirit of a Crisis Christmas will be exactly the same. They will
treat people with care and respect — giving them that warm Crisis
welcome, so they get their dignity back and feel ready to take on life again.

This Christmas their frontline teams will be providing food and festive
treats. They’ll be on hand with emotional and well-being support, offering
everything from Christmas games and advice to volunteer befrienders.
Nutritious meals, somewhere to stay, help for the future — it will make
such a difference to people.

Crisis UK (trading as “Crisis”) is a registered charity and company limited
by guarantee. Registered charity No’s : E&W 1082947. Company No:
4024938. Registered address: Crisis, 66 Commercial Street, London, E1
6LT. Tel: 0300 636 1967.Donation envelopes are on the notice board at
the back of church.

Church Christmas Card - A card is available to sign in the church porch for
all members of the congregation wishing to send Christmas greetings to
others at St Laurence. If you wish to make a donation to Crisis in lieu of
sending individual cards, please place money in the 'Charity of the Month'
wall collection box.

DONATIONS

A cash collection will be taken during Sunday morning services for church
funds, which support our mission and ministry including the upkeep of this
historic site. If you do not carry cash, we also have a card machine located
by the main door which can be used before or after the service.

If you are a UK taxpayer, please consider Gift Aiding your donation - either
via the machine or (for cash) using the envelope available in the pew. This
means that your donation will be worth more to the church but at no extra
cost to you.

If you would like information about joining our Planned Giving scheme,
leaflets are available from the back of church.



Thank you - whatever you feel disposed to give will be thankfully received
and faithfully applied.

EASYFUNDRAISING

The church is registered (as St Laurence Church, Upminster) on
easyfundraising.org.uk - if you register an account, select the church as a
cause and download the web browser extension then every time you spend
money on many retail websites and have activated the extension, a
percentage of your spend will be donated to St Laurence at no cost to you.
The individual amounts are small but every little adds up - please help us
via this route if you can.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SPONSORSHIP......

If you would like to know about sponsorship, please pick up a leaflet from
the back of church or speak to Jean and Cheryl (Churchwardens), Susannah
(Rector) or Verity (Parish Administrator).



Advent and Christmas Worship at St Laurence

Sunday and Wednesday Masses are as normal unless listed as otherwise
below.

Sunday 7" December (The Second Sunday of Advent)

8.00am Building Faith
Informal worship for primary-school aged children, their parents
and siblings in the Main Hall, including refreshments and
building brick activity.

4.00pm Christingle Service (N.B. No further evening service today)
A family-friendly service supporting the work of The Children’s

Society

Sunday 21% December (The Fourth Sunday of Advent)
9.30am Parish Mass with Nativity Play
6.30pm Service of Lessons and Carols
Telling the story of Christmas in words and music.
Followed by mulled wine and mince pies.

Wednesday 24" December (Christmas Eve)
No 1T7am Mass
3.00pm Crib Service and Candlelight Procession
5.00pm Crib Service and Candlelight Procession
These services are particularly suitable for children and families.
You might like to bring a gift (new and unwrapped please — no
food) as a
present for children who are in need.
11.15pm Midnight Mass (First Mass of Christmas Day)

Thursday 25" December (Christmas Day)
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Mass

Sunday 28" December
9.30am Said Mass (no 8am Mass, Sunday School or 6.30pm Evensong
on this day)

Wednesday 31 December
No 11am Mass




CONTACTS

Rector The Revd Susannah Brasier
01708 220174 susannah.brasier@upminsterparish.co.uk

Pastoral Assistant Deborah Masterson
01708 609816 deborah.masterson@upminsterparish.co.uk

Churchwardens Jean Keen and Cheryl Hale
parish.office@upminsterparish.co.uk

Parish Safeguarding Officer Akosua Boachie
07760 791032 safeguarding@upminsterparish.co.uk

Director of Music Nigel Lockwood
07899 876247 nigel.lockwood@upminsterparish.co.uk

Parish Office Verity Helby
01708 220696 parish.office@upminsterparish.co.uk

Open: Tue. 8.30am-6pm, Wed. 8-11am (Staff Meeting), Thur. 8-12.30pm.

Hall Bookings Becky Perchard
07341 434798 halls.bookings@upminsterparish.co.uk

Planned Giving treasurer@upminsterparish.co.uk

Website www.upminsterparish.co.uk

Address St Laurence Church, Corbets Tey Road, Upminster, RM14 2BB

Name Telephone

Welcome to the Parish Church of Upminster. If we have not met you before, do
introduce yourself. If you wish, give these details to one of the officials.

Revd Susannah sends a weekly email about services, news and events.
Please email her if you would like to receive her emails.




